As the

Water Flows

Covering 5,500 square miles and 3.45 million acres, the
Lake Okeechobee watershed stretches south from Orlando
over a broad swath down the middle of Florida to converge
on the 730-square mile lake. From East Lake Tohopekaliga,
a couple of miles south of Orlando International Airport,
and the Conway and Butler chains in Orlando, the vast
watershed includes the Kissimmee Chain and the Kissimmee
River, as well lake Istokpoga near Lake Placid.
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THROUGH POLK
In Polk County, Lake
Marion, Lake Pierce,
Lake Walk-in-theWater, Crooked
Lake, Lake Reedy
and Lake Arbuckle
also contribute to
the drainage of the
watershed. Arbuckle
Creek flows into lake
Istokpoga, which
then connects to the
Kissimmee River and
Lake Okeechobee
through creeks, canals
and a drainage basin.

KISSIMMEE CHAIN
The four major lakes on the Kissimmee Chain
- Toho, Hatchineha, Cypress and Kissimmee - and .
the Kissimmee River are vital to the health of Lake
Okeechobee. Repeated drawdown projects on Lake
Totio and Lake Kissimmee were deemed necessary
because of the negative impacts of flood control
that stack the water up rather than expanding
and contracting with a natural flood plain. "Those
lakes are acting as a buffer system. If they start to
degrade, they will contribute to the degrading of
Lake Okeechobee," said, Susan Gray of
the South Florida Water Management
District.
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basins immediately
north of the lake
- Fisheating Creek,
Indian Prairie
and Taylor Creek/
Nubbin Slough
- playa large role
in the watershed
by contributing
35 percent ofthe
phosphorus load
flowing south into
Okeechobee.
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